Eoad-Rail Transport
points, for the reasons of this competition often brings in
requisitions for similar concessions, and refusal to meet
such request is likely to lead to dislocation of trade and
traffic. "32
We have in this section made a brief study of the
position of the tobacco industry with particular reference
to the incidence of railway rates on costs-. Prom this, we
have been led to the general conclusion that, what with
the high incidence figure with regard to long distance
through-traffic and what with the present diversion of
traffic to road motor lorries, the railways could lower
their freight rates so as to give the industry the benefits
of a cheap and efficient means of transport.
LINSEED.
Oil seeds constitute an important factor of our trade
We are one of the largest suppliers to the world, and
between the years 1931 and 1935 nearly 94% of our
Linseed crop was exported to foreign countries. While
we hold such a position of importance, it is rather dis-
tressing to note that we do not make the best use of it
and there is a good deal of uneconomic production. That
is because our methods of oil extraction are still primitive,
and, in consequence, the seeds are exported as such without
being crushed. Needless to say, such a procedure is not
in our interest as we thereby lose an important bye-
product, the oil cake, which has great fodder value. The
conservation of this important cattle food would confer a
boon on the poor agriculturist who has to carry on his
cultivation with the aid of emaciated animals. Apart
from the loss of this important bye-product, the cost of
shipping seeds as such would be much greater than that
of oil, though the rate of charge for the latter would
necessarily be higher. In the country side, ' ghanis ' or
oil presses driven by bullocks are used to erusfi the
32   Madras Chamber of Commerce Annual Report for 1938.
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